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A LAST RESORT. 



For the information of the citizens of the several states 
who have not had occasion or opportunity to study the 
Constitution of Vermont and who may chance to read the 
following pages, I will say that the original* Constitution 
provided that once in seven years the freemenf (but not 
the freewomen) of the state shall elect thirteen persons, to 
be called the Council of Censors, whose duty, among oth- 
er things, shall be, if in their judgment the general inter- 
ests of the people require it, to propose amendments to the 
Constitution. The Council of Censors, after holding a le- 
gal session, publicly promulgate their proposed amend- 
ments. The Council has power to call a convention, com- 
posed of delegates, one from each town in the state, elect- 
ed in the same manner as the Council of Censora. After 
a specified time, the convention assembles and adopts or 
rejects all or a pait of the proposed amendments, as the 
case may be. The formula of electing a Council of Cen- 

*Th<s part of the constitution providing for the Council of Censors 
has quite recently been abolished and an amendment substituted in its 
place. 

+The word freemen is derived from f reed-man or f reed-men, which 
represents a class oi persons set free from personal slavery, including 
women. Aceoidingto our present laws, freemen, politically, means 
the rights of men only. Therefore it is self-evident that men have mo- 
nopolized a very important part of the inalienable rights of woman. 



sors and the holding of a convention has recently been 
gone through with in Vermont. On this occasion, the 
Council of Censora proposed several amendments to the 
constitution, one of which (the 5th) provided that here- 
after women shall be entitled to vote, and with no other 
restrictions than the law shall impose on men. In the 
convention that followed, 1 held a seat as delegate trom 
the town of West Haven, county of Rutland, and when 
the 5th amendment came up for action 1 gave the only 
vote in favor with two hundred and thirty-three opposed. 
If there had been a respectable minority in point of num- 
bers, as has recently been the case in Masssachusetts, on 
two several occasions, upon the same question, it would 
have passed off as a mere defeat of the measure with but 
little excitement or comment, but the novelty connected 
with the fact of one individual acting in opposition to so 
large a number caused my name to be known throughout 
the United States, which othei*wise would have remained 
in obscurity. I do not attach any credit to myself for 
voting in favor of woman suffrage, for in so doing I was 
only acting in accordance with my highest sense of duty, 
as I underetand it. I am not ambitious of making my- 
self conspicuous before the public, nor have I intended to 
go into a discussion of the merits of woman suffrage, ex 
cept incidentally by way of a few illustrations. I sim- 
ply desire to place my own acts and some of the acts of 
the convention in their true position before the public. 
After returning from the convention to my home, it oc- 
curred to me that I should, as a matter of pi'opriety, ad- 
dress myself to the public in regard to my course on the 
5th amendment. 1 accordingly sent a brief communica- 
tion to the New York Tribune, requesting its publication, 
but failed to accomplish my objectj as the sequel will show. 
I next sent a communication to the New York Independent^ 
requesting its publication. I soon after received from the 



Editor (in charge) of the Independent a fnendly letter, 
which I believe was dictated by the most kindly feeling, 
declining to comply with my request for the two follow- 
ing reasons : *' First, because it dwells upon matters pure- 
ly personal between yourself and the Editor of the Trib- 
une ; secondly, because as a literaiy production it falls be- 
low our standard.*' In regard to the first objection, 1 will 
answer that I did not intend to use any libelous language 
in reference to the Editor of the Tribune and as my true 
name was attached to my communication, I did not sup- 
pose the Independent could be held responsible for any- 
thing contained in it In connection with the above rea- 
sons, I am highly commended as a man, viewing me from 
the standpoint of my acts in the Vermont convention; 
for which compliment I extend to the Editor (in charge) 
my highest regards. I am also advised, " If you are una- 
ble to write satisfactoiily for the public press, you can do 
what is far better, viz.: Support the cause of republican 
equality by your acts ; " which, I undei*stand, implies that 
an individual like myself, who has not received a liberal 
education in the schools, is not likely to advance the in- 
terests of any cause by undertaking to write for the public 
press. 

I admit that any suggestion coming from as high liter- 
ary authority as the Independent is entitled to the high- 
est consideration, but what my acts shall be " to advance 
republican equality " as advised by the Editor (in charge) 
of the Independent^ I am slow to understand. In making 
the effoit to dispel my own doubts, I have concluded to 
pay my own printer and address myself to a class of per- 
sons who, I believe, can understand my plain, but perhaps 
illiterate, language. Atler defining my position and con- 
dition in the form and manner I have, I will present to 
the reader my commnnication to the New York Independ- 
ent. 



[For the. New York ladf pendent.] 

Mr. Editor : — In consequence of my vote on the woman 
suffrage amendment in the Vermont Constitutional Con- 
vention, holden at Montpelier in the month of June last, 
and on account of the comments of the newspaper press 
and from other sources, I believed that the friends as well 
as the opponents of the measure might expect some re- 
sponse from myself, defining my position in reference to 
the subject. I accordingly prepared a communication 
and sent it to the New York Tribune, requesting its pub- 
lication in the weekly and semi-weekly issues of that pa- 
per. The only notice I have seen of the same is a simple 
extract with their own comments thereon, which appeared 
in the semi-weekly of July 8, and reads as follows : 

"In the Vermont Constitutional -Convention, the woman 
suffrage amendment received only one vote. The gallant 
champion who cast it was Mr. Harvey Howes, the dele- 
gate from West Haven. We fear that West Haven has 
been exposed to unmerited obloquy in consequence of the 
heroism of her representative, for Mr. Howes with char- 
acteristic courage writes us that the deed was all his own, 
that he did it deliberately and understandingly, although 
solitary and alone, and that nobody put him up to it. 'If 
any scandal,' he continues, ' is likely to rest upon my con- 
stituents, in consequence of my acts in the convention, I 
freely assume the whole responsibility, and I have strong 
hopes and some evidence that induces me to believe that 
I shall be able to meet it.' This is noble on the part of 
Mr. Howes, but we are inexpressibly shocked to hear that 
the woman cause in Vermont is so desperately down." 

I soon wrote a letter in the following words and dii'ect- 
ed the same to Mr. Greeley : 

Editor op the New York Tribune, Sir: — I recently 
sent to your office a communication, briefly defining my 
position in reference to the late Vermont Constitutional 
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Convention, and requested ita publioation in the Beini< 
weekly and weekly Tribune, The only notice I have seen 
of the same was a very brief extract in youv semi-weekly 
issue. I now respectfully renew the above request ; but, 
if there is anything obnoxious or repugnant to your no- 
tions of propriety contained in said communication, by 
reason of which you think it proper not to comply with 
my request, you will do me a favor by enclosing the man- 
uscript in your possession, by mail, to my address, Fair 
Haven, Vermont, 

Mb. Horace Greeley, Dear Sir : — Since writing the 
foregoing, it has occurred to me that my communication 
may have passed through the hands of some of your as- 
sociate editora without having been brought to your no- 
tice. If my supposition is true, I have sufficient confi- 
dence in your impartiality as a man and an editor to be- 
lieve that you will comply with my request. 

Yours respectfully, HARVEY HOWES. 

I have waited two months and have not received a re- 
ply to my letter in any manner or form. The " Fires of 
Smithfield " have probably consumed my communication, 
and Mr. Greeley maintains a dignified silence. I freely 
accord to Mr. Greeley the nght to oppose woman suffi'age 
to the same extent that I claim the right to sustain it. I 
have been a constant reader of the Tribune for many years 
and have vei*y often had occasion to admire the impai1;ial- 
ity shown by Mr. Greeley by admitting in the columns of 
his paper the free discussion of disputed questions. He 
has published the remonstrances of *'weak minded''* 
women to woman suffrage, from the wives of cabinet min- 
isters at Washington down to the bellesf of a small coun- 

*I mean no diarespect for the class of women here mentioned but 
merely desire to distinguish them from the '-strong-minded women," 
so called. 

tVine ladiet. 
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try village, and I had good reasons for believing that, un- 
der the peculiar circumstances^ he would publish my com- 
munication in full, if it was presented in courteous and 
respectful language, reserving to himself the right to make 
such comments upon the same as he pleased. 

It will be observed by referring to the extracts from the 
Tribune insei'ted above, that Mr. Greeley or his colleagues 
are disposed, perhaps by way of sai'casm, to give me great 
credit for my heroism and nobleness, but unfortunately for 
themselves their nervous systems have sustained a great 
shock because the "woman cause" in Vermont has ap- 
proached so near the "shades of death." For the pur- 
pose of restoring their equilibrium, I will assure them 
that many of the best and most progressive minds of both 
men and women in Vermont are decidedly in favor of 
woman suffrage. When Galileo, the astronomer, was 
brought before the papal inquisition on a charge of here- 
sy, for saying the world revolved on its axis, and after 
being put to the torture, having made a public recantation 
of his cherished theory, he is said to have exclaimed in 
an undertone of voice, " The world does move ;" and I be- 
lieve a large number of 4elegates in the Vermont 
convention, when they saw a single individual op- 
posed to a majority of two hundred and thirty two, sus- 
taining by his vote a great moral and political principle, 
heard a "still small voice"* whispering in their ears, 
" The world does move,'' but they were not possessed of 
sufficient moml couragc^^erhaps from the fear of losing 
caste or political preferment^ to put their hands to the lev- 
er and assist in moving it. 

I have not retained a full copy of my article as sent to 
the Tribune^ but will give it veiy nearly like the original. 

^^Jf4^To the MitoT of the New York Tribune.] 
Dear Kpirpo^: — ^You will do me a favor by publishing 
in your issues of the semi-weekly and weekly Tribune 
some brief remarks that I desire to make in reference to 

♦The voice of conscience. 



the Vermont Constitational ConveDtion, lately holden in 
Montpelier. 1 select the Tribune as a medium for pro- 
mulgating this article on account of its extensive circula- 
tion, and I desire to bring my subject more paiticnlarly to 
the notice of the deleo^ates of that convention. 

I have recently seen in the editorial columns of the 
semi-weekly Tribune that, when action was being taken 
on the 5th amendment, known as the woman suffrage 
amendment, no speeches were made either for or a&^inst 
its adoption ; from which the inference might be drawn 
by many persons that the majority were disposed to treat 
the matter with silent contempt and the minority wei*e 
unable or afraid to speak in favor of the measure, conse- 
quently no speeches were made. In regard to the views 
of the majority, in refei*ence to their panicular manner of 
treating the question, I have no positive knowledge, 
but having some acquaintance with the minority (com- 
posed of one) I can safely speak for the same. Soon af- 
ter the election of delegates to the convention, it was stat- 
ed by some of the leading newspapers in several of the 
states that the majority would be unanimous against the 
amendment. I believed at the time that this view of the 
case would prove to be a mistake and that there would be 
a respectable minority in its favor. On taking my seat in 
the convention, I intended to advocate and urge the adop- 
tion of the amendment according to the best of my ability, 
but, observing the strong opposition and intense feeling 
manifested against the measure and the peculiar condition 
in which I was placed, I considered the dictates of common 
delicacy should admonish me not to consume the time of the 
convention by indulging id useless debate. When the vote 
was taken by acclamation in committee of the whole, the 
only response I heard in favor of the amendment was my 
own voice. The next day, when the final vote was taken 
in the convention on its ado{)tion or rejection, I deliberate- 
ly and understandingly, although solitary and alone, voted 
Yes. 
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I had never received any instructions from my constit- 
uents as to how I should act in reference to the several 
amendments, and I had been approached by only two per- 
sons, either before or after ray election, in reference to the 
course I should take Upon woman suffrage. If any scan> 
dal is likely to rest upon my constituents in consequence 
of my acts in the convention, I freely assume the whole 
responsibility, and I have strong hopes and some evidence 
that induces me to believe that I shall be able to meet it. 

By way of explanation, I will say that immediately before 
the taking of a preliminaiy vote by acclamation in com- 
mittee of the whole on the 5th amendment, Charles K. 
Field, Esq., the delegate from the town of Bmttleboro, 
a prominent citizen and an eminent lawyer, requested the 
committee to do it very softly ; also, when the amendment 
substituting biennial for annual sessions of the legislature 
was under discussion, th« gentleman from Brattleboro op- 
posed the change for the reason that two years was too 
long a time to be deprived of the privilege of voting, and 
the idea of approaching the ballot-box, holding between 
his fingera a little slip of paper called the ballot, was cal- 
culated to elevate his peiisonal sovereignty. I desire to 
extend my gi*ateful thanks to the gentleman from Brattle- 
boro, for being instrumental in producing a state of things 
that directly demonstrated the beneficial influence that the 
presence of I'espectable women exerts over the conduct 
and actions of men in their popular assemblies. On the 
occasion when the vote was taken in committee of the 
whole on the 5th amendment, a large number of women 
were in attendance in the hall of the convention to 
hear the result. The vote being taken by acclamation, 
the gentleman from Brattleboro requested the delegates 
to do it ^* vei*y softly," and the response was as mild and 
calm as was over heai*d in a Christian church. Whether 
the gentleman designed to indulge in his customary ridi- 



cule, or the presence of women had the effect to " soften '* 
his grosser feelings, is better known to the gentleman 
than to myself, but charity induces me to accept of the 
last supposition. The majority very wisely acted in ac- 
cordance with the gentleman's request, and I extend to 
them the same degree of charity that I do to the gentle- 
man from Brattleboro. The scene as here presented and 
represented was conclusive evidence to me, that if women 
were allowed to exercise the right of suffrage, the brutal 
and disgraceful scenes that are enacted at the ballot-box 
would finally cease. I was highly gratified with the occa- 
sional attendance of the women of Montpelier and vicini- 
ty in the hall of the convention, and it forcibly reminded 
me of the good time coming, when the women of Vermont 
will be seen approaching the ballot-box, holding between 
their fingers a little " slip of paper " called the ballot, char- 
acterized by the gentleman from Brattleboro as an em- 
blem of " personal sovereignty." 

HARVEY HOWES, 
Delegate from the town of West Haven to the Ver- 
mont Constitutional Convention. 

I subscribe myself the humble correspondent of the 
New York Independent, HARVEY HOWES. 

West Haven, Sept., 1870. 

In conclusion, I will say that I believe the next great 
advance in human civilization will be the adoption of wo- 
man suffrage. 

West Haven, Oct., 1870. 



THE end. 

Ebratum — On page 5, 30th line, after "The Fires of Smiihfield,'* 
insert reference, which should read : ** A place in England where John 
Rogers and other reformers were burnt at the stake for heresy.'' 
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